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mental and diplomatic history of the countries south of the United 
States. Several glimpses thus given must not be overlooked in even this 
short notice. Thus it is explained that both the centralized system of 
France and the comparatively decentralized system of the United States 
have found adherents, and that this has been a cause of conflict and of 
revolution (p. 35). Again, it is said that Bolivar, after governing 
Spanish-American countries for almost twenty years wrote at his death 
that they were ungovernable (p. 42, note) . Again, it is said that knowl- 
edge of Latin-America comes to the United States through the literature 
of England and that knowledge of the United States comes to Latin- 
America principally through the literature of France (p. 43, note). 
Both Europe and the United States are said to have habitually treated 
the Latin- American republics with contempt (p. 129). It is said that 
the United States departed from the Monroe Doctrine in making the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty (p. 150). Again, it is said that the United 
States' policy of hegemony has been exercised with discretion (p. 173). 

This brief review will serve as an indication of the general purpose 
and quality of the volume. It only remains to add that throughout there 
is a convincing atmosphere of good nature, that the citations are ade- 
quate, and that the style is clear. 

Eugene Wambaugh. 



Memoirs of Bertha von Suttner. Authorized translation. Boston: 
Ginn & Company. 2 vols. 1910. 

Those who have had the pleasure of meeting the Baroness von Sutt- 
ner know that she has an engaging personality and great personal charm. 
Those who have read her writings know that she possesses clearness of 
thought, force of expression and a pleasing style. Those who are inter- 
ested in the peace movement know that the Baroness von Suttner is a 
feature of peace conferences, and interparliamentary unions, and that 
her pen is busy in defense of the cause which she espoused many years 
ago. And, finally, those who are interested in a striking novel are 
familiar with the name of Baroness von Suttner as the authoress of Die 
Waff en Nieder ("Lay Down Your Arms"). 

Her memoirs, aptly entitled " The Kecords of an Eventful Life," bear 
the date of 1908, and record the chief events of her career from her birth 
in Prague in 1843 until the death of her devoted husband in 1902. The 
American edition has a supplementary chapter, entitled " Three Weeks 
in America," describing her visit to America in 1904. 
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To the pacifist, these volumes are most interesting, because they give 
vivid accounts of the meetings of peace congresses, of the formation of 
peace societies, particularly at Vienna and Berlin, and because the 
authoress, herself a leader, was brought into close and intimate contact 
with the leaders of the movement and she has, in many cases, given brief 
sketches of her associates and enlivened the text by felicitous anecdotes 
or pleasing recollections. Not a few valuable documents are included 
within the covers of these books, such as the Prince of Oldenburg's letter 
to Prince Bismarck written so long ago as 1873 (Vol. II, pp. 41-45). 

These volumes are even more valuable from another point of view, 
for they reveal, apparently without reserve, the Baroness from her girl- 
hood until well along in the eighties, when she found her real vocation, 
or, to quote the phrase which so frequently recurs in the course of the 
volumes, " the one important thing." 

The account of her girlhood is fascinating, and the journey of her 
mother and her aunt to Wies Baden to try the gaming tables is related 
with great literary skill and genuine humor. The older people felt sure 
of large gains, and a life of luxury was to follow this carefully planned 
journey. The results were otherwise. Their visits to the gaming table 
ended after several trips. The mother's fortune was dissipated and it 
became necessary for the authoress, then the Countess Kinsky, to think 
seriously of the future, which thenceforth was to depend upon her own 
exertions. 

In 1873, when she was thirty years of age, she obtained a position as 
instructress and companion to four grown-up daughters in the baronial 
house of Suttner. There she met her future husband, Artur Gundaccar 
von Suttner, seven years her junior, a young man of great charm and 
much ability, to whose influence the Baroness ascribes not merely her 
happiness in life, but the career which to her became and still is, the one 
important thing. 

Of course, the father and mother of young Artur looked askance upon 
the marriage of their son with the impecunious instructress and com- 
panion some thirty years of age, and the Countess Kinsky herself felt 
that the marriage was impossible. An interview with her future mother- 
in-law resulted in her decision to quit the Suttner household and to seek 
her livelihood elsewhere. The mother-in-law gladly aided and abetted 
this decision, and called her attention to an advertisement in the paper 
which read as follows: 
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A very wealthy, cultured, elderly gentleman, living in Paris, desires to find a 
lady also of mature years, familiar with languages, as secretary and manager of 
his household. 

The Countess offered her services, and received a reply from Alfred 
Nobel. The arrangements were made and the Countess journeyed to 
Paris to accept the position as secretary and manager of the household 
of Alfred Nobel, then known as the inventor of dynamite, now revered 
as the founder of the Nobel prizes, especially the peace prize which, in 
the year 1905, the one-time secretary and manager of his household 
received. 

But she was unhappy in Paris. Artur von Suttner was disconsolate 
in Austria, and taking advantage of the temporary absence of Mr. Nobel 
in Sweden, the Countess Kinsky returned to Vienna at the young man's 
urgent request. They were secretly married in 1876. Neither had 
money, neither had a profession. They accepted an invitation from a 
princely family in the Caucasus whom the Baroness had known for 
many years, where they spent the great formative years of their lives 
from 1876 to 1885. The years were years of privation as well as years of 
development, for they were obliged to support themselves. Each took 
to writing, and when they left the Caucasus in 1885 to take up their 
residence with the von Suttners, with whom they had become reconciled, 
the Baroness and her husband had already achieved considerable distinc- 
tion in literature. 

So far, the authoress of Die Waffen Nieder had manifested no interest 
in the peace movement. She relates that the war of 1864 between 
Austria and Prussia, on the one hand, and Denmark, on the other, 
created no impression upon her, and that she barely knew of its exist- 
ence; that the war of 1866 between Prussia and Austria found her 
indifferent, and that the war four years later between Prussia and Prance 
only affected her because of her friendship with partisans of the Na- 
poleonic regime. The one important thing had varied, if not from year 
to year, at least from decade to decade, and her past life did not fore- 
east an interest in international peace as the one important thing. In 
1887 she states that she hated war fervently, but she did not know at 
this time that there was a peace movement. Dr. Wilhelm Lowenthal 
informed her 

that there existed in London a "National Peace and Arbitration Association," 
the aim of which was to bring about, by creating and organizing public opinion, 
the establishment of an international court of appeal which should take the place 
of armed force in settling disputes between nations." (Vol. I, p. 287.) 
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She at once became interested in the subject and added to the proof 
sheets of her forthcoming book entitled Das Maschinenzeitalter (" The 
Age of Machinery") an account of the London League in a chapter 
entitled " Glimpses into the Future." 

She was anxious to aid the cause which she espoused and which she 
rightly considered the most important thing. She felt that a scientific 
or philosophical treatise would not be widely read, whereas a well written 
novel would attract a multitude of readers. She, therefore, sketched and 
wrote Die Waffen Nieder, which appeared in 1889, which has been trans- 
lated into many languages, and which has probably done more to 
popularize "the one important thing" than any single work hitherto 
published devoted to the cause of peace. Like many books which have 
been successful, it was refused by various publishers, and it was only 
after many misgivings and much hesitation that it was finally issued from 
the press. 

The Memoirs of the Baroness von Suttner are delightful reading, and 
are peculiarly interesting to those who believe with her that the peace 
movement is "the one important thing;" but to the reviewer these two 
volumes possess a peculiar and permanent charm from the fact that the 
authoress has revealed her development from childhood with absolute 
sincerity, apparently without reserves of any kind, with no justification 
for the thoughtless and at times frivolous episodes of her early career 
from its unpromising beginnings to its great and beneficent climax. 
What mighty oaks from little acorns grow ? 

James Brown Scott. 



Pan-Amerika, Entwichelung, Umfang, und Bedeutung der pan-ameri- 
hanischen Bewegung. By Alfred H. Fried. Berlin : 1910. pp. xx, 
300. 

The author is a militant peace advocate. His purpose is to show to 
Europe and especially to Germany what the American republics have 
been doing toward cultivating peace and friendship among themselves. 
"Die Staatenwelt eines ganzen Kontinentes organisiert sich, und 
Europa veiss niehts davon." In Europe, he says, when America is men- 
tioned one thinks only of the United States of the north and sees not the 
important continental organization. The factor which must be reckoned 
with to-day is no longer merely the United States, but the organized 
States of America with their inexhaustible natural resources, their con- 



